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The Peace Oratoricals 


The poor peace oratoricals! Canceled to right of us, canceled to left of 
us, murdered in front of us. 

Why? Aren’t we in the war to do our “bit” (pardon the Johnny Bull) to 
achieve universal peace in the end? To bring about the death of militarism 
as exemplified by Germany and sponsored by the imperial government of one 
“Willie Hohenzollern?” Why, then, should we treat “peace” as we too often 
treat “religion’’—and say nothing about it? 

Are we afraid of free speech? Does not the cause of universal peace have 
a right to be heard? Yet listen—several institutions have refused to entertain 
the state peace contests and the National Contest at Lake Mohonk has been 
abandoned. It seemed more patriotic to cancel and abandon at first thought 
—but was that first thought a good, clear and correct one? If we understand 
rightly the motive of this war—it was not. 

Of course some of the peace orators might have said unbecoming or offen- 
sive things—but orators quite often say such things now. What we are to 
gain by closing the open forum on the problem of World Peace (the thing 
for which America is really fighting) is still to be demonstrated. 





As we go to press the chapters of Pi Kappa Delta are having their busy 
time. This is the open season for debates and oratoricals. By the way, some 
excellent reports are coming in—especially in oratory. We have five or six 
state winners already. 

In Kansas Ottawa won the Prohibition, Fairmount the Peace and Wash- 
burn, the regular intercollegiate. 

In South Dakota, Husted of the Ottawa chapter (now in Sioux Falls, Col., 
won tbe Old Line. He also took third in the National Prohibition contest this 
year. 

In Iowa, Iowa Wesleyan won the Old Line and Morningside took second. 
There are twelve colleges or more in this contest. 

In California, Redlands took second in the Old Line. 








2 THE FORENSIC 


The War and Pi Kappa Delta 


What will the war do to us? That is the important question which mem- 
bers of Pi Kappa Delta must face from now on. 

We take it that the first stampede to enlist in the National Guards has been 
successfully stalled off by the faculties of most of the Pi Kappa Delta institu- 
tions, and that we are all alike waiting to see what Congress is going to do. 
Naturally all of us want to serve where we may do the most efficient service. 
Many of us are hoping and praying for a system of universal service—and 
that the government will assign us our duties, recognizing our qualifications 
and fitness for this or that peculiar service. 

On the other hand, if we are to have a voluntary and draft system—we say 
it calmly—we don’t blame any red-blooded fellow for rushing blindly into the 
Guards and the Navy or the Regular Army—tor who wants to bear the stigma 
of being drafted? Or of serving in a drafted army? The Civil War has un- 
doubtedly left us a few military preferences ard prejudices ‘That this rush 
to enlist in the first available organization is not the wisest thing for a col- 
lege man to take part in is obvious. The college men will be needed for 
officers, for the engineering corps, the aviation corps and for other services 
which require a superior training. Wait then for the government to speak. 

Naturally, most of us are waiting, and we are hoping that Congress will 
give us a system which will fall upon all rather than depend upon patriotism 
and fall upon the “selected best.” Let us by all means have a system that 
requires all to do their duty rather than one which shames recalcitrants into 
line after it has sacrificed the nation’s best in places where they were not 
rendering their most efficient service. 

So much for us as individuals—now for the organization. The war will 
injure Pi Kappa Delta. It may kill some of our chapters. It may do this by 
discouraging forensic effort. Debates and oratoricals will naturally lapse if 
there are but few men left in college, and we shall find the active member- 
ship dwindling considerable in another year because of lack of eligible peti- 
tioners. 

What are we going to do about this? Two things can be done. Agitate 
for military training at your college for the period of this war. There is a 
good chance that the government will furnish officers to give this training 
and furnish them without cost to your Alma Mater if there are a hundred 
men ready to train. If you can get your military training and still pursue 
your education you will be much better off in the long run. Fight to stay 
in college if there is a ghost of a chance. Second reason—If you do remain 
in college do your best to keep forensic activity going. 

There has been a marked tendency this spring to drop everything because 
of the war. At many institutions the men have been flopping around like 
decapitated chickens. Athletics have been drovped, debates and oratoricals 
canceled and the regular routine of work thrown to the winds without, it 
seems, any sufficient justification for such action. Maj. Gen. Leonard Wood’s 
advice to the men at Pennsylvania University was undoubtedly sane and 
good: “Stay where you are until the government is ready for you.” 

Pi Kappa Delta will lose members because of this tendency to cancel 
forensic activities this spring, and this seems just at the present moment un- 
necessary. We are not condemning the manifestation of patriotism—tbat is 
wholesome, right and good—all we are pleading for in this article is for our 
men to keep their heads and do the wisest thing. 

There is no certainty that any of us will have to fight in Europe’s trenches. 
The war may end before we get there. We may lose some valuable years 
when we might have been at college getting equipped for life. This is the 
big argument for universal service and against the voluntary system. It will 
be more likely to give college men a chance for a military training and an 
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education at the same time than the voluntary system will. It will enable us 
to keep our heads, do our regular work and still prepare for war with energy 
and determination, instead of filling the land with sentimental bamfoozlery. 

It seems as if we have the best chance individually and for our organiza- 
tien if we fall in behind the War Department’s plans—and after all isn’t that 
the most patriotic thing to do? 





Intercollegiate Debates, Volume VII, edited by our National President, is 
off the press. It contains debates on Swiss Military system (Princeton), 
Injunction in Labor Disputes (Southwestern), Open Door Policy in China 
(K. S. A. C.), City Manager Plan (Morningside and South Dakota Wesleyan), 
Sccialism (Yankton), Increase in Army and Navy (Columbia University vs. 
University of Southern California Law}, Government Ownership of Railroads 
(Southwestern vs. Redlands). 

If you want to contribute to Volume VIII, write the Editor, E. R. Nichols, 
Redlands, Cal., giving subjects, number of speeches, etc. 





A chapter of Pi Kappa Delta has been granted to the Kansas Normal or 
Teachers’ College The new chapter will be installed soon by Dr. John R. 
Macarthur, the National Secretary. 

The Morningside chapter will hold its forma] installation soon. The Na- 
tienal Historian, J. H. Krenmyre, is expected to officiate. 





Echoes From Pi 


As a part of the local option campaign in Ripon, Wis., the manager of 
debates of Ripon College has issued the following challenge: 

“To enable the liquor interests, as well as those interested in temperance 
to have the opportunity to hear both sides of this controversy discussed in 
public, three Ripon College debaters Lave agreed to meet any other three 
citizens of Ripon in a debate on, Resolved, That the voters of Ripon should 
abolish the sale of intoxicating liquors in Ripon by voting the town dry in 
the spring election.” Needless to say, the college men uphold the affirma- 
tive.—Intercollegiate Statesman, March, '17. 


Ottawa University sent a delegation of three hundred rooters to the Pro- 
hibition Contest (Eastern Section) at Baldwin this year. It is needless to 
say that the Ottawa contestant, Cassidy, won first. Pep counts. 


The Colorado Aggies had a crowd of six hundred out to one of their de- 
bates this year, according to the Denver Clarion. Say, we know of colleges 
and universities where the debaters would fall over in a dead faint if they 
had an audience of more than thirty—don’t we? 


Highland Park was scheduled tc entertain the Iowa Peace Contest this 
year. 


Washburn is having a lucky year in debate and oratory—one state orator- 
ical and five wins in debate at the last report. The orator has made the first 
three in the Western Division of the interstate and will compete for final 
honors. 


Arthur D. Jacobsen of the Redlands chapter has received a scholarship to 
Harvard University for next year. 


Howard White, Southwestern ‘16, who has been in the University of Kansas 
this year, will have his choice between a scholarship to that university for 
another year, and of one at the University of Missouri. 








Directory of Pi Kappa Delta 


LOCAL CHAPTERS: 
Alabama— 
Alabama Polytechnic Institute—President, P. O. Davis, Auburn, Alabama. 


California— 
University of Redlands—President, A. D. Jacobsen, Reavis Hall, Redlands, 
California. 


Colorado— 
Colorado Agricultural College—Mary Schofield, Secretary; Alfred West- 
fall, Coach, Fort Coljins, Colorado. 


Dlinois— 
Eureka College—Secretary, J. Wallace Bradley, Eureka, Illinois. 


Illinois Wesleyan—President, Ferre C. Watkins, Bloomington, II. 


lowa— 
Highland Park College—President, Walter B. Williams, Highland Park 
Sta., Des Moines, Iowa. 
Iowa Wesleyan—President, John Lodwick, Mt. Pleasant, Iowa. 


Morningside College—President, Don Van Horne, 3916 Orleans Ave., 
Sioux City, Iowa. 


Kansas— 
Fairmont College—Marion Le Cocq, President, Fairmont College, Wichita, 
Kansas. 


Kansas State Agricultural College—President, Joe Sweet; Secretary, 
Arthur W. Boyer; K. S. A. C. Manhattan, Kansas 


Ottawa University—President, Cecil Coad; Secretary, Flossie Millison, 
Ottawa, Kansas. 


Southwestern University—President, Earl Ross; Secretary, Warner 
Jerrell. 
Washburn College—President, Cliford R. Hope, 1215 Mulvane Street, 
Topeka, Kansas; Avis Clayton, Secretary-Treasurer. 
Kansas General—President, John P. Hantla, Winfield, Kansas. 
Oklahoma— 


Oklahoma A. & M. College—President, Earl R. French: Secretary, E. Ray 
Skinner;. Stillwater, Oklahoma. 


South Dakota— 
South Dakota Wesleyan—President, Olin Jackson; Secretary, Elmer 
Lushbough, Mitchell, South Dakota. 


Wiscensin— 
Ripon College—President, Wm. S. Sainsbury, Ripon, Wisconsin 
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